
Alittle bit of country was added
to the small town of Lafayette

last Thursday morning when 12 cow-
girls rode their horses through down-
town. The destination? Farmyard
Darlings, a local business at 20
Lafayette Circle, and a visit to the
Round Up Saloon for some refresh-
ments.

      
This was a pre-planned March

birthday ride for fellow cowgirls
Megan Lingberg, a Burton Valley res-
ident, Anne Branagh from Orinda,
and JoAnn Gillespie from Briones-
based Rawking Horse Ranch, as well
as nine other riders.

      
At one point, Mt. Diablo at Oak

Hill traffic was stopped and Lafayette
Police Officer Michael Marshall was
in attendance to add a little humor by

handcuffing and pretending to arrest
one of the birthday girls, Lindberg. A
Lafayette Parking Enforcement Offi-
cer also joked with Lafayette resident
Allison Dent Curletto and pretended
to give her a parking ticket while her
horse was tied to the meter. One cow-
girl even brought her horse into the
Round Up.
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Miramonte Junior Google
Code-in Grand Prize Winner
By Sophie Braccini

Miramonte High School junior
Hannah Pan, who founded

her school’s Software Design Club
last fall, has not always been attracted
to science, technology, engineering
and math, but she got hooked when
she took advanced math classes at
DVC, and her love for coding re-
cently paid off when she was named
as one of 26 Grand Prize winners of
the 2015 Google Code-in Contest.  

      
Google Code-in is a competition

for 13- to 17-year-old students in mid-
dle or high school who work with
open source software organizations
on a wide variety of tasks.  Chosen
among 980 students from 65 coun-
tries, the 26 winners will be treated to
a trip to visit the Google campus for
four days this summer, meet with
Google engineers, and enjoy some
fun in San Francisco.  

      
While Pan enjoys coding, she

says she got the most satisfaction
from the collaborative process and
participating in real work projects.

      
“There were 14 different open

source organizations to choose from,”
explains Pan. “Each proposed differ-
ent tasks, not all coding and not all
very complex.  I chose Haiku, an or-
ganization that is developing an oper-
ating system.  Like a Haiku, they want
their product to be simple and ele-
gant.”  Haiku is an open source oper-
ating system born out of the ashes of
an operating system from the late
1990s called BeOS, which was devel-
oped by a company named Be Inc.
from Menlo Park.  Haiku has partici-
pated in the Google Code-In project
since it started in 2010.

      
Before tackling the more difficult

coding tasks during the eight-week-
long competition, Pan took on begin-
ner projects, such as designing a
company T-shirt and creating a Pow-
erPoint outreach presentation that she

showed to her Miramonte club.  She
also took files from different places
and put them together to build the op-
erating system.  “I was not exposed to
that before; a lot of the struggles came
from the fact that the instructions
were not really specific for my Mac,”
she said, “but the mentors were really
helpful and after that first learning
curve, everything became a lot
smoother.”

      
She did coding tasks such as fix-

ing bugs in software, documentation,
outreach and research, quality assur-
ance, and user interface. “It was pretty
diverse and interesting,” she said.  

      
Scott McCreary, who was Pan’s

head mentor at Haiku, said that by the
end of the contest, Pan was doing
tasks that usually only students who
have worked on Haiku for months
would attempt, and she did a great job
with those. “It was fun to see her
progress through the contest,” he said.  

      
Pan said what she learned most

from her mentors was to never give
up.  “There were a lot of obstacles,
and time management issues,” she
said. “Sometimes I would think that I
had done enough, but the mentors
pushed me and encouraged me to not
settle for mediocrity and work my
very best, and that was very impor-
tant.”  She thinks that on average she
must have worked about 30 hours a
week during the eight weeks, with
large fluctuations.

      
At the end of the eight weeks, the

mentors each voted for the two stu-
dents who had impressed them most.

      
Pan, who is also an accomplished

pianist and volunteer tutor at the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter, feels that coding is very likely
going to be a part of her future.  She
plans to apply to UC Berkeley and
Stanford next year. 

Modern, six-lane competition pool with diving board and play area
Top-ranked swim team

Four tennis courts
Year round USTA adult teams & junior tennis programs
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membership@meadowswimandtennis.com

Meadow Swim & Tennis Club
20 Heather Lane, Orinda
www.gomeadow.com

Hannah Pan at the Lafayette Library and Learning Center
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Farmyard Darlings Bring Country Back to Lafayette
Submitted by Roxeanne Voeltz

Cowgirls on a March 3 birthday ride. Photos provided
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Lafayette police officer Michael Marshall makes a mock arrest during the
festivities.




